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The Village  and  The Library 
George Crabbe   

 
The Village is Crabbe’s corrective to the rosy-tinted view of English village 
and rural working class life. He was a stark realist, as a priest and surgeon 
having been privy to so much of actual, rather than ideal, life. The Library is 
his appreciation of the value of books and literature. George Crabbe (1754 – 
1832) was an English poet, surgeon, and clergyman. He is best known for his 
early use of the realistic narrative form and his descriptions of middle and 
working-class life and people.  Crabbe's poetry was predominantly in the form 
of heroic couplets, and has been described as unsentimental in its depiction of 
provincial life and society.      Total running time: 1:21:12     Four Tracks 
 
 
Read by David Wales.  This recording is in the public domain and may be 
reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For more 
information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.  Cover pictures by William 
Blake (1757-1827) (1796) and Otto Modersohn (1865-1943) Dorfstrasse im 
Fruehling (1922). Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries 
with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by David Wales. This design is 
in the public domain.  
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